








[CHEAP REPOSITORY.] _f'No. VITS 
; ie. pee > 


Two Wealthy Farmers ; 
Or, the Hiftory of 
Mr. BRAGWELL. 


) 
the 


PART WE 











{ 


i 
i 


* 
UI] 
Zz 


i 


whvenisie 
= HE 


We, 


o fh 
si 


hi 
gee Hedi Na 
iiadt a we 
i HH 14 Oe aes 


“et 


h 


Ss Se 
oT 


liitii 


—— 


Sari: 
: RATT ’ 
a Ee 








PHILADEL. PHILA: ; 





Tv WNT : B tf 
themRINTED By J. Jouxson, No. 
Yr. 
Bay | 547 HIGH-sSTREET. 
ve . : 
tSoo. : 
Didi ~ > 
(Price 4 Cents Or 2s, 4d. per. doz} 


















TUE 
Iwo Wealthy Farmers, &e. 


PAR F ity 


He had, however, fo ftrong a defire to 
be ufeful to Mr. Bragwell, that he at 
length determined to break through his 
practice and pais the Sunday at his houfe. 
Mr. Worthy was furprifed to find that 


though the Church bell was going, the 


breakfaft was not rea idy, and exprefied 
his wonder how this fhould be the cafe 
in fo induitrious a family. Bragwel 
made fome aukward excules. He faid 


his wife worked her fervants fo hard alll 


the week, that even the,.as notable 
fhe was, a little relaxed from the itri¢ 
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nefs of her demands on Sunday morn 


ings; and he owned that im a genera 
vay, no one was up early snough for 
church. He confefled that his wil 
commonly {pent the morning in makin: 
puddings, pies, and cakes, ‘to laft throug 
the week, as Sunday was the only leifur 
time fhe and her maids had. Mr. Wor 


“thy foon faw afi uncommon buftle 1 


thé houfe. All hands were buly. | 
was nothing but baking, and _ boilin; 
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and frying, and roaiting, and running, 
and {colding, and eating. The boy was 
kept from Church to clean the plate, 
the man to gather the fruit, the milftrefs 
to make the cheefe-cakes, the maids to 
drefs the-dinner, and the young ladies to 
drefs themfelves. 


The truth was, Mrs. Bragwell, who 
had heard much ‘of the order and good 
management of Mr. Worthy’s family, 
but who looked down with difdain upon 
them as far lefs rich than herfelf, was re- 
folved to indulge her vanity on the pre- 
fent occafion. She was determined to be 
even with Mrs. Worthy, in whofe prai- 
fes Bragweil had been fo loud, and felt 
no {mall pleafure in the hope of making 
her gueft unealy, w hen he fhould be firuck 
with the difplay both of her fkill and her 
wealth. Mr. Worthy was indeed ftruck 
to beitold as large a dinner: as he had 
been ufed to fee at a Juitice’s meeting. 
He, whofe frugal and pious wife had ac- 
cultomed him only to fuch a funday’s 
dinner as could be drefled without keep- 
ing any one from church, when he fur- 
veyed the loaded table of his friead, ins 
ftead of feeling that envy which thefe 
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grand preparations were meant to raife, 
felt nothing but difguft at the vanity of 
his friend’s wife, mixed with much thank- 
fulnefs for the piety of his own. 


After having made the dinner wait a 
long time, the Milfs Bragwells marched 
in, drefled as if they were going to the 
Affize Ball; they looked very fcornful 
at having been fo hurried; though they 
had been drefiing ever fince they got up, 


and their fond father, when he faw them 


fo fine, forgave all their impertinence, 

and caft an eye of triumph on Mr. Wor. 

thy, who felt he had never loved his own 

humble daughters fo well as at that mo- 
rent. 


In the afternoon, the whole party went 
to church. ‘Todo them juftice, it was 
indeed their common practice once a day, 
when the weather was good, and the road 
neither dufty nor dirty, when the Mi- 
nifter did not begin too early, when the 
young Ladies had not been difappointed 
of their new bonnets on the Saturday 
night, and when they had no {mart com- 
pany in the heufe who rather withed to 
ftay at home.»..When this laft was the 
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cafe, which, to fay the truth, happened 
pretty often, it was thought a piece of 
good manners to conform to the humour 
of the guefts. Mr. Bragweil had this day 
forborne to afk any of his ufual company, 
well knowing that their vain and worldly 
converlation would only ferve to draw 
on him fome new reprimand from his 
guelt. 


Mrs. Bragwell and her daughters pick- 
ed up as ufual a good deal of acquaintance 
at church. Many compliments pafled, 
and much of the news of the week was 
retailed before the fervice began. They 
waited with impatience for the leilons as 
a licenfed feafon for whilpering, and the 
fubje&t begun during the leflons was finifh- 
ed while they were finging. ‘The young 
Ladies made an appointment for the af- 
ternoon with a friend in the next pew, 
while their Mamma took the opportunity 
of enquiring the chara€ter of a Dairy 
Maid, which fhe obferved with a com- 
pliment to her own good ‘management, 
would iave time on a week day. 


Mr. Worthy, who found himfelf quite 
in anew world, returned home with his 
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friend none. Tn hoy evening he ventu- 
yed to afk Bragwell, ifhe did not, ona 
Sunday night at lea a make it a cufitom to 
read and pray with his family. Bragwell 
told him he was forry to fay he had no fa- 
mily at home, elfe he fhould like to do 
it for the fake of example. But as his 
fervants worked hard all the week, his 
Wife was of opinion that they fhould then 
have a little holiday. Mr. Worthy preff- 
ed ithome upon hin, if the utter neglect 
of his fervant’s principles was not likely 
to make a heavy article in his final ac- 
count: and afked him if he did not be- 
lieve that the too general liberty of meet- 
ing together, jaunting and diverting them- 
felves, on Sunday evenings, was not 
often found to produce the worit efle&s 
on the morals of fervants and the good 
order of families? “I put it to your con- 
fcience,”? faid he, “ Mr. Bragewell, whe- 
ther Sunday, which was meant as a blel- 
fing and a benefit, is not, as it is com- 
monly kept, turned into the moft mifchie- 
vous part of the week, by the feiftth kind- 
nefs of mafters, who, not daring to fet 
their fervants about any public work, al- 
lot them that day to follow their own de- 
vices, that they themfelves may wits 


al — , aye! et i ae ar yo a Vgd AGO e Ga Die me 
oe yaar’ 4 : es = 4 - 


me 
gel 
wo 
fer 
per 
ha! 
{pe 
TL 


lhe 


he 
it 

ne 
ar 
th 


Lars 


more rigour refule them a little indul- 


u- be > 7 
a [ggence and a reatonable holiday in the 
to working part of the week, which a good 


.]) fg fervant has now and then a right to ex- 
pect.”? Thofe mafters who will give them 


ta half or all of the Lord’s day, will not 
is [ {pare them a fingle hour of a working day. 
ig fg Leir work must be done; Gon’s work 
an fe may be let alone.” 

ff. 

& Mr. Bragwell owned that Sunday had 
ly produced many mifchiefs in his own fa- 
c. emily. That the young men and maids, 
e. Having no eye upon them, frequently 
+. fg went to improper places with other fer- 
ne  vants turned adrift like themfelves. 


That in thefe parties the poor girls were 
+, | t00 frequently led altray, and the men 
gat to public houfes and fives-playing. 


rd. 
Ry But it was none of his bufinefs to watch 
e. fg them. His family only didas others do ; 


f indeed it was his wife’s concern; and 
as ihe was fo. good a manager on other 


Ih- 

ne days, that fhe would not {pare them an 
}. hour even te.vifit a fick father or mother, 
. it would be hard fhe faid, if they might 
et 

1. not have Sunday afternoon to themfelves, 
“i and fhe could not blame them for making 
a. the moft of it. Indeed fhe was fo indul- 
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gent in this particular, that fhe often 
excufed the men from going to church 
that they might ferve the beafts, and the 
maids that they might get the milking 
done before the holiday part of the even. 
ingcame on. She would not indeed hear 
of any competition between doing Ser 
work and taking their pleafure ; but ‘when 
the difference "ay between their going 
to church and taking their pleafure, he 
mult fay that for his wife, fhe was always 
inclined to the good- natured fide of the 
queftion. She is {trict enough in keeping 
them fober, becaufe drunkennefs is a 
coltly fin, and to do her juftice, fhe does 


not care how little they fin at her ex- 
pence. 


“ Well,” faid Mr. Worthy, “ Ialways 


like to examine both fides fairly, and to F 


fee the diierent effects of oppofite practi- 
ces; now, which plan produces the great- 
eft fhare of comfort to the mafter and of 
profit to the fervants in the long run? 
Your fervants, ’tis likely, are very 
much attached to you; and very fond of 
living where they get their own way in fo 
great a point.” 
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* O, as to that,” replied Bragwell, 

you are quite out. My houfe isa fcene 
of difcord, mutiny and difcontent. And 
though there is not a better manager in 
England than my wife, yet fhe is always 
changing her fervants, fo that every 
Quarter-day is a fort of Gaol Delivery at 
my houfe; and when they go off, as they 
often do, at a moment’s warning, to own 
the truth, L often give. them money pri- 
vately, that they may not carry my wife 
before the Juftice to get their wages, 


“T fee,’ faid Mr. Worthy, “ that all 
your worldly compliances do not procure 
you even worldly happinefs. As to my 
own family, I fake care to let them fee 
that their pleafure is bound up with their 
duty, and that what they may call my 
ftriétnefs, has nothing in view but their 
fafety and happinels. By this means I 
commonly gain their love as well as fe? 
cure their obedience. I know that with 
all my care Iam liable to be difappointed, 
from the corruption that is in the world 
through fin. But whenever this happens, 
fo far from encouraging me in remiflnefs, 
it only ferves to quicken my zeal. Ifby 


God’s bleffing, my fervant turns out a 
G 5 
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good Chriftian, I have been an humble | 


inftrument in his hand of faving a foul 
committed to my charge.” 


Mrr Bragwell came home, but brought 
only one of her daughters with her, the 
other, fhe faid, had given them the flip, 
and was ¢one with a young friend, and 
would not return for a day ortwo. Mr. 
Bragwell was greatly difpleafed, as he 
knew that young friend had but a flight 
character, and kept bad acquaintances. 
Mrs. Bragwell came in all hurry and 
bufile, faying, if her family did not “ go 
to-bed with the Lamb” on Sundays, when 
they had nothing to do, how could they 


* rife with the Lark”? on Mondays, when; 


foagnuch was to be done. 


Mr. Worthy had this night much 
matter for refieGtion. * We need not.” 
faid he, * go into the great world to look 


for diffipation and vanity. We can find] 


both in a farm-houfe: As for me and 
my houfe,” continued he, “ we will ferve 
the Lord every day, but e{pecially on 
Sundays. It is the day which the Lord hath 
made: hath made for himfelf; we will re- 
joice in it, and coniider the religious ufe 
ef it not only asa duty but as a privilege.” 
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G ae] 
Mr. Bragwell and Mr. Worthy fet 


out early on the next morning on their 
way to the Golden Lion, a fmall Inn in 
a neighbouring market town. As they 
had time before them, they had agreed 
to ride flowly, that they might converfe 
on fome ufeful fubject ; but here, as ufu- 


lal, they had two opinions about the fame 


thing. Mr. Bragwell’s notion of an ufe- 
ful fubject was, fo mething by which mo.- 
ney was to be got, and a good bargain 
ftruck. Mr. Worthy was no lefs a man 


fof bufinefs than his friend. His fchemes 


were wife and his calculations juft; his 
reputation for integrity and good fenfe 
made him the common judge and umpire 


Sin his neighbours affairs, while no one 


paid a more exact attention to every 
tranfaction of his own. But the bufineis 
of getting money was not with him the 


Sfirft, much lefs was it the whole concern 


of the day. Every morning when he 
rofe, he remembered that he had a Ma- 
ker to worfhip as well as a family to. 
maintain. Religion however, never made 
him neglect bufinefs, though it fometimes 
led him to pottpone it. He ufed to fay, 
no man had any reafon se hig Hv God’s 

bleffing through the day who did not afk 
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it in the morning. But he had not the 
jefs fenfe, fpirit, and attivity when he 
was among men abroad, becaufe he had 


firft ferved God at home. 


As thefe two Farmers rode along, Mr. 
Worthy took occafion from the fh ienels of 
the day, and the beauty of the country 
through which they paffed to turn the 
difcourfe to the goodneis oi God and our 
mfinite obligations to him. He knew 
that the tranfition from than! {giving to 
‘theghed would be natural and ealy, and 

he therefore ilid, by degrees, into that 
important fubject ; and he obferved that 
Jecret prayer was a duty of univerfal ob. 


ligation, which every man had it in his 
} 


power to fulfl, and which he ferioufly§ 


believed was the ground werk 
epee rs i. 0 Od | ee ee. Bee 7 
gious practice, and of all devout atiections. 


Mr. Bragwell felt confcieus that he 


was very negligent and irregular in the 
performance “of this duty, he confidered 


it as a mere ceremo ony, or at leaft as 2 
duty which mig! . give way to the flightel 
temptation of ‘drowfinefs at iar ng or of 
bufinefs in the morning. As he knew he 
did not live in the con{cicntious perform 


ance of this practice, he tried to ward 
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off the fubject, knowing what a home way 
his friend had of putting things. At laft 
he faid, he certainly thought private 
prayer a good culftom, efpecially for peo- 
ple who have time, and that thofe who 
were fick, or old, or out of bufineis, 
could not do better, but that, for his part, 
he believed much of thefe fort of things 
was not expected from men in active life. 


Mr. Worthy. I fhould think Mr. 
Bragwell, that thofe who are moft expo 
fed to temptation ftand moft in need of 
prayer; mow there are few methinks 
who are more expofed to temptation than 
men in bufinefs, for thofe muft be in moft 
danger, at leaft from the world, who have 
moft to do with it. And if this be true 
ought we not to prepare ourfeives in the 
clofet for the trials of the market, the 
field, and the fhop? 


Bragwell. For my part, I think ex. 
ampie is the whole of Religion, and if the 
mafter of a family is orderly, and regular, 
and. goes to churn, , he does every thing 
which can be requi a him, and no one | 
has a right to call hint to account for any. 

thing more 
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Worthy. Give me leave to fay, Mr. 
Bragwell that highly as I rate a good ex- 
ample, ftill I muft fet a good principle 
aboveit. I muft keep good order indeed, 
for the fake of others; but I muft keep 
a good cenicience for my own fake. ‘To 
God I owe fecret piety, I muft therefore 
pray to him in private.—To my family 
{ owe a Chrifltian example, and for that, 
among other reafons, | muft not fail to 


go to Church. 


Bragwell, You arestalking, Mr. Wor- 
thy, asif{ were an enemy to Chrittianity. 
Sir, 1 am no Heathen. ‘Sir, I belong ta 
the Church. I always drink profperity 
tothe Church. You yourtelr, as ftri&t as 
you are, in never mifling it twice a day, 
are not a warmer friend to the Church 
than I am. : 


br orthy. That is to fay, you know ti 
value as an inftitution, but you do an 
feem to know that .a man may he very 
irreligious under the beft religious infii- 
tutions; and that even the moft excel- 
lent of them are but means of being religi- 
opus, and are no more religion itfelf than 
brick and Imertar are prayers and thanki- 
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givings: I fhall never think, however 
high their profeflion, and even however 
regular their attendance, that thofe men 
truly refpe&t the Church, who bring home 
little of that religion which is taught in it 
into their own families, or their own 
hearts. Excufe me, Mr. Bragwell. 


Bragwell. Mr. Worthy, I am pér- 


fuaded that religion is quite a proper 


Bthing for the poor; and I don’t ‘think 


that the multitude can ever be kept in 
order without.it, and I am a bit of a po- 
litician you Know: 


Worthy. Your opinion is very juft, ag 
far as it goes, but it does not go far enough; 
lince it does not go to the root of the evil, 
fer while you value yourfelf on the found- 
nefs of this principle as a politician, I 
wifh you to fee the reafon of it as a Chrif- 
tian; depend upon it, if Religion be good 
for the community at large, it is equally 
good for every family ; and what is right 
for a family is equally right for each in- 
dividual in it. You have therefore your- 
felf brought the moft unanfwerable ar- 
gument why you ought to be religious, 
by afking how we fhall keep others in 
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order without Religion. For, believe me, 
Mr. Bragwell, there is no particular 
claufe to except you in the Golpel. No 
exceptions in favour of any one clafs of 
men. ‘The fame reitraints which are 
neceflary for the people at large are equal. 
ly neceflary for men of every order, high 
and low, rich and poor, bond and free, 
learned and ignorant. May I afk you, 
Mr. Bragwell, what is your reafon for 
going to Church? 


Bragwell. Sir, 1am fthocked at your 
queftion. How can Il avoid doing a thing 
fo cuftomary and fo creditable ? Not go 
to Church, indeed! What do you take 
me for, Mr. Worthy? I am afraid you 
fufpect me to be a Papit, or a Heathen, 
or of fome religion or other that is not 
what it fhould be. 


Worthy. If a foreigner were to hear 
how violently one fet of Chrilftians in this 
country often {peak againit another, how 
earneft would he fuppofe us all to be in 
religious matters: and how aitonithed to 
difcover that many a man has perhaps 
little other proof to give of the fincerity 
of his own religion, except the violence 
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with which hé hates the religion of ards 
ther party. It is not irreligion which 
fuch men hate, but the religion of thé 
man, or the party, whom they are fet 
againit, Well, you have told me why 
you go to Church; now pray tell me, 
why do you confefs there on your bend- 
ed knees every Sunday, that “you have 
erred and ftrayed from God’s ways?” 
“ that there is no health in you?” “that 
you have done what you ought not to do?” 
‘“ and that you are a miferable finner ?” 


Bragwell. Becaufe it is in thé Com. 
mon Prayer Book, to be fure, a book 
which I have heard you yourfelf fay was 
written by wife and good men. 


Worthy. But have you no. ether 


. 


reafon ? 
Bragwell. No, I can’t fay I have: 


Worthy. When you repéat that és: 
cellent form of confeffion, do you really 
feel that you are a milerable fianer 


Bragweli, No, I can’t fay Ido. But 
that is no objeftion to my repeating it, 
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becaufe it may fuit the cafe of many who 
are fo. Ifuppofe the geod Doctors who 
drew it up intended that part for wicked 
people only, fuch as drunkards, and 
thieves, and murderers; for I imagine 
they could not well contrive to make the 
jame prayer quite fuit an hone{t man and 
a rogue ; and fo I fuppofe they thought 
it faier to make a good man repeat a 
prayer which fuited a rocue, than to make 
a rogue repeat a prayer which fuited a 
good man: and you know it is io cuftom- 
ary for every body ,to repeat the general 
conieffion, that it can’t hurt the credit of 
the moft refpectable perions, though eve- 
ry one muit know they have no particu. 
lar concern in it. 


Worthy. Depend upon it, Mr. Brag- 
well, thofe good Doétors you {peak of, 
were not quite of your opinion; they 
really thought that what you call honett 
men were grievous finners in a certain 
fenfe, and i ood in need of making that 
humble confeflions Mr. Bragwell, do 
you believe in the fall of Adam: 


Br + waee Tobe fured do, and a fad 
thing for Adam }t was; W hy, it is in the 
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Bible, is it not? Itis one of the prettieft 
chapters in Genefis. Don’t you believe 


it, Mr. Worthy? 
Worthy. Yes, truly Ido. ButI don’t 


believe it merely becaufe I read it in 
Genelis. I know, indeed, that I am 
bound to believe every of the word of 
God. But I have {till an additional rea- 
fon for believing in the fall of the firft 
man. 


? Y . ~~ 
Bragweil. Have you indeed? Now, 
I can’t gueis what that can be. 


Worthy. Why my own obfervation of 
what is in myfelf teaches me to believe 
it. It is not only the third chapter of 
Genefis which convinces me ot the truth 

a 


of the fall, but alfo the finful } nations 
which | find in my o1 a heart. Lhis ig 
one of thofe leading truth’s ot Chrilft anity 
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of which I can 1 never doubt a moment, 
irft, becaufe it is abundantly exprefled 
or implied in POR PINES) and next, be- 

1ufe the confcioutnels of the evil natute 
" carry about with me. coniirms the doc- 
trine beyond all doubt. Belides, is it not 
faid in Scripture that by one man fim en- 






















































(209 


tered into the world, and that “ all we, 
like fheep, have gone aftray; that by one 
man’s difobedience many were made fin- 
ners,” and fo again in twenty more pla- 
ces that I could tell you of. 


Bragwell, Well, I never thought of 


this. But is not this a very melancholy 
lort of doftrine, Mr. Worthy? 


Worthy. It is melancholy, indeed, if 
we {top here. But while we are deploring 
this fad truth, let us take comfort from 
another, that “ As in Adam all die, fo 
in Chrift fhall all be made alive.’’ 


Bragwell. Yes, 1 remember I thought 
thole very fine words, when I heard them 
faid over my poor father’s grave. But 
as it was in the Burial of the dead, I did 
not think of taking it to myfelf, for I was 
then young and hearty, and in little dan- 
ger of dving, and I[ have been fo buly ever 
fince, that I have hardly had time to 
think of it. 


Worthy. And yet the fervice pronouns 
ced at the burial of all who die, is a fo- 
lemn admonition to all who live. It 1s 





the 
alf 
wh 
bu 
No 
M 


ar 


wi 
ou 
th 


of 
W 
ni 
Ww 























(seat”) 


there faid, as, indeed the Scripture fays 
alfo, ** 1 am the refurrection and the life, 
whofloever believeth in me thall never die, 
but I will raife him up at the lait day.” 
Now do you think you believe in Christ, 
Mr. Bragwell ? 

Baswell. Tobe fure Ido; why, you 
are always fancying me an Atheilt. 


Worthy. In order to believe in Chrift, 
we mutt believe firft in our own guilt and 
our own unworthinefs, and when we do 
this we fhall fee the ufe of a Saviour. 


Bragwell, Why, all thisis a new way 
of talking, 1 can’t fay, I ever meddled 
with fuch fubjects before in my life. But 
now, what do you advife a man to do 
upon your plan of Religion ? 


Worthy. Why, alli this leads me back 
to the ground from which we fet out. I 
mean the duty of prayer; for if we be- 
lieve that we have an evil nature within 
us, and that we ftand in need of God’s 
grace to help us, and a Saviour to redeem 
us, we fhall be led of courfe to pray for 
what we fo much need. 
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Bragwell. Well, but don’t you think; § ri 
Mr. Worthy, that you good folks who § ab 
make fo much of prayer, have lower no- § thi 
tions than we ofthe wifdom of the Almigh- § tu 
ty ? you think he wants to be informed 
of the things you tell him; whereas, I ' 
take for granted that he knows them al- § wh 
ready, and that, being fo good as he is, § is, 
he will give me every thing he fees fitto J Ib 
give me without my alking it. afk 





Worthy. God, indeed, who knows all | 
things, knows what we want before we § me 
afk him, but {till has he not faid, that § afk 
with prayer and fupplication we muft § pe 
make known our requefts unto him.” § on 
Prayer is the way in which God hathfaid § go 
that his favour muift be fought. It isthe § to 
channel through which he hath declared the 


it is his fovereign will and pleafure that § th 
his bleflings fhonld be conveyed to us. fo 
What afcends up in prayer defcends we 


again to us in bleflings. It is like the 
rain which juft now fell, and which had 
been drawn up from the ground in vapours pr 
to the clouds before it defcended from 
them to the earth in that refrefhing fhow- 
er. Befides prayer has a good effect on mi 
eur own minds: it tends to excite a 
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right difpofition towards God in us. But 
above all, itis the way to get the good 
things we want. “ Aik,” lays the Scrip- 
ture, “‘ and ye fhall receive.” 


Bragwell. Now that is the very thing 
which I was going todeny. For the truth 
is, men don’t always get what they afk; 
I believe if I could get a good crop for 
alking it I fhould pray oftener than I do. 


Worthy. Sometimes Mr. Bragwell, 
men “ alk and receive not, becaufe they 
alk amifs.’’? ‘They afk worldly bleflings 
perhaps when shies fhould afk {piritual 
ones. Now the -latter, which are the 
good things I {poke of, are always granted 
to thofe who pray ‘to God for them, though 
the former are not. I have oblerved in 
the cafe of fome worldly things I have 
fought for, that the grant of my prayer 
would have caufed the mifery of my life. 


Pragwell, And yet you continue to 
pray on I fuppofe ? 


Worthy. Certainly; but then I try to 
mend as to the object of my prayers. | 
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pray for God’s blefling and favor, which 
is better than riches. 


Bragwell. You feem very earneft on 
this fubje&. 


Worthy. ‘To cut the matter fhort, | 
aik then whether prayer is not pofitively 
commanded in the Gofpel. When this 
is the cafe, we can never difpute about 
the neceflity or the duty of athing, as we 
may when there is no fuch command. 
Here however let me juft addalfo, that a 
man’s prayers may be turned to no {mall 
ufe in the way of difcovering to him what- 
ever is amifs in his life. 


Bragwell, Wow fo, Mr. Worthy? 


Worthy. Why, fuppofe now, Ae were 
to try yourfelf by turning into the fhape 
of a prayer every pr actice in which you 
allow yourfelf. For inftance, let the prayer 
in the morning be a fort of preparation 
for the deeds of the da; vy, and the prayerat 
night afort of obfervation on thofe deeds. 

You, Mr. Braewell, I fufpect are a lit- 
tle inclined to covetou faefs, excufe mé, 
sir, Now fuppofe after you have been 
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during awhole day a little too eager to 
get rich, fuppofe, ILfay, you were to try 
how it would found to beg of God at night 
to give you itill more money though you 
have already fo much that. you know not 
what to do with it. Suppole you were to 
pray in the morning, O Lord give me 
more riches, though thofe | have are a 
inare and a temptation to me; aud afk 
him in the fame folemn manner to biefs 
all thie erdans méans you intend to make 

ufe of in the day, to add to your fubiiance? 


e 


Bragwell. Mr. Worthy, I have no 
patience with you for thinking { could be 
io wicked. 


Wvorthy. Hear me out, Mr. Bragweil, 
you turned your good nephew, Ton¥ 
Broad, out of doors you know; you own. 
ed t to me " Was an act of injuliice. Now 
luppoie on the morning of your doin % fo 
you had ba eced of God i in a folemn act of 


prayer to profper the deed of cruelty and 
spprefhon, which you intended to com- 

ae | fea you are fhocked at the thought 
of fuch’a prayer. Well, then, would not 
prayer have kept: ag irom committing 
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that wicked aGion ? In fhort, what a life 
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muft that be, no a& of which you dare 
beg God to profper and blefs. Ifonce you 
can bring yourlelf to believe that it is 
your bounden duty to pray-for God’s 
blefliing on your day’s work, you will cer- 
tainly grow careful about pafling fuch a 
day as you may fafely afk his blefling up- 
oi. ‘The remark may be carried to {ports, 
diverfions, company. A man who once 
takes up the ferious ufe of prayer, will 
foon find himfelf obliged to abitain from 
fuch diverfions, occupations and focieties, 
as he cannot reafonably defire that God 
will blefs to him; and thus he will fee 
himfelf compelled to leave off either the 
practice or the prayer. Now, Mr. Brag- 
well, I need not afk you which of the two 
he that is a real Chriftian will give up. 


Mr. Bragweli began to feel that he had 
not the beit of the argument, and was 
afraid he was making no great figure in 
the eyes of his friend. Luckily however, 
he was relieved from the diiliculty into 
which the neceflity of making fome an- 
fwer mufthave brought him, by finding 
they were come to the end of their little 
journey; and he nevet heheld the Bunch 
of Grapes, which decorated the Sign of the 
Golden Lion, with more real fatisfaclion. 
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Mr. Bragweli and Mr. Worthy alight- 
ed at the Golden Lion. It was market 
day: the inn, the yard, the town was all 
alive. Mr. Bragwell was quite in his 
element. He felt himfeit the principal 
maninthe company. He had three great 
objects in view, the date of his land, the 
Jetting Mr. Worthy fee how much he 
was looked upto by fo many fubftantial 
people, and the fhewing thefe people 
what a. wife man his moft intimate friend 
Mr. Worthy was. It was his way to try 
to borrow a little credit from every perfon 
and every thing he was conneéted with, 


and by that credit to advance his interett 
and increafe his wealth. 


The Farmers met in a large room, and 
while they were tranfacting their various 
concerns, thofe whofe purfuits were the 
fame naturally herded together. ‘The 
Tanners were drawn to one corner, by 
the common intereft which they took in 
bark, and hides. A ufeful debate was 


| Carrying onat another little table, whether 


the pratice of sowing wheat or of plant- 
ing it were moft profitable. Anot’er fet 
were difputing whether hories or oxen 
were belt for plows... Thole who were 











( 28 ) 


concerned in Canals, fought the compa.§j wl 
ny of other Canallers; while fome whofff fo: 
were interefted in the new bill for Inclo.##to 
fures, wifely looked out for fuch as knew be 








moit about wafte lands. m¢ 
no 

Mr. Worthy was pleafed with all thefelj — 
fubjects, and picked up fomething ufefulfjgvc 
on each. It was a faying of his, thatgfou 
moft men underftood fome one thing, andjJed 


that he who was wile would try to learng§ the 
from every man fomething on the fubjeG§ di 
he beft knew; but Mr. WwW orthy made agjmz 
further ufe of the whole. “ What a pity ha, 
it is.’ faid he, “ that Chriftians are notin 
as defirous to turn their time to as good™l 
account as men of bufinefs are! Whenf§wr 
fhall we fee religious perfons as anxious™ of 
to derive profit from the experience offjmt 
others as thefe Farmers? When fhalljwi 
we fee them as eager to turn their time toma 
sood accopnt? While I approve thefegiry 
men for not being slothful in business, tor 
let me improve e the hint by being alfo fer: 
vent in spirit.’ ° 
an 


TXT 


Wen the hurry was a little over, Mr. lin 
Bragwel!l took a turn on the Bowling- gan 


green. Mr. Worthy followed him, to afi Br, 
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ipa-fa why the fale of the eftate was not brought 
whoffforward. ‘ Let the Aué€tioneer proceed 
clo. to bufinefs,”’? faidhe; * the company will 
newfie be glad to get home by day light. I fpeak 
moftly with a view to others for you, 1 do 
not think of being a purchaler myfelf.’* 

—* IT know it,’? faid Bragwell, “ or I 
vould not be fuch a foal as to let the cat 
out of the bag. But isit poflible (proceed- 
andj ed he with a imile of contempt) that you 
earngathould think I will fell my eftate before 
je dinner ? Mr. Worthy, you are a clever 
le agman at books and fuch things; and per- 
pity haps can make out an account on paper 
notin a handfomer manner than I can. But 
rood [ never found much to be got by fine 
Thenf#writing. As to figures, I-can carry enough 
jousfof them in my head to add, divide, and 
-e of multiply more money than your learning 
fhallf# will ever give you the fingering of. You 
1e to May beat me ata book, but you are a ve- 
hefe— ty ‘child at a bargain. Sell my land be- 
nessmiore dinner, indeed !” 


fer: 
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Mr. Worthy was puzzled to guefs how 

aman was to fhew more wifdom by fel- 
Mr.ffling a piece of ground at one hour than 
ling- another, and defired an explanation. 
o afi Pragwell felt rather more contempt for 
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his underfanding than he had ever done 
before. -“ Look’ee, Mr. Worthy,’ faid 
he, “1 do not know that knowledge is 
oi any ufe to aman unlels he has fenfe 
enough to turn it to good account. Men 
are my books, Mr. Worthy, and it is by 
reading, fpelling, and putting them, to. 
gether to good purpole, that I have goy 
up in the world. I fhall give you a proo 
of this to-day. Thefe Farmers are mof 
of them come to the Lion with a view of 
purchafing this bit of land of mine, if 
they fhould like the bargain. Now, as 
you know a thing can’t be any great bar. 
gain to the buyer and the feller too, to 


them and to me, it becomes me, as a man] 


of fenfe, who has. the good of his family 
at heart to fecure the bargain to myfelf. 
I would not cheat any man, Sir, but! 
think it fair enough to turn his weaknels 
to my own advantage; there is no law 
againit that you know; and this is the 
ufe of one man’s having more fenfe than 
another. So, whenever I havea bit o 
land to fell, Lalways give a handfome 
dinner, with plenty of punch and ftrong 
beer. We fill up the morning with other 
bufinefs, and I carefully keep back any 
talk about the purchafe till we have dined 
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t dinner we have of courfe a bit of po- 
itics. This puts moft of us into a paffion, 
nd you know anger is thirfty. Befides, 
hurch and King naturally bring ona 
Now, as I am 
{after of the feat, you know it would be 
abby in me to fave my liquor, fo I pufh 
bout the glafs one way and the tan- 
ard the other, till all my company are 
s merry as kings. Every man is delight- 
i to fee what a fine-shearty fellow he has 
o deal with, and Mr. Bragwell receives 
thoufand compliments. By this time 
hev have gained as much m good humour 
s they have loft in fober judgment, and 
his is the proper moment for fetting the 
Auctioneer to work, and this I commonly 
oto fuch good purpofe, that I go home 
ith my purfe a {core or two of pounds 
eavier than if they had not been warmed 
y their dinner. In the morning men 
re cool and fulpicicus, and have all their 
its about esti: ; but acheerful glafs 
ures all diftruft. And, what is lucky, 
add to my credit as well as my pocket, 
nd get more praife for my dinner than 
‘ame for my bargain.” 
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Mr. Worthy was firuck with the abfur 
vanity which could tempt a man to own 
himfelf guilty of an unfair action for th 
fake of fhewing his wifdom. He was be 
ginning to exprefs his difapprobationgg™# 
when they were told dinner was on tablef V‘ 
They went in and were foon feated. AigpU 
was mirth and good cheer. Every bod?” 
agreed that no one gave fuch hearty din bin 
ners as Mr. Bragwell. Nothing ws ht 
pitiful where he was mafter of the Feafm’ ¢ 
Bragwell who looked with pleafure on thg?™ 
excellent dinner before him, and enjoye@#’* 
the good account to which he fhould tur uhh 
it, heard their praifes with delight, ant ad 
caft an eye on Worthy, as much as to fayme*"' 
“ Who is the wife man now?” Havingg*) 
-amindto make his friendtalk, he turnedR*’ 
to him, faying, ‘* Mr. Worthy, I believal® | 
no people enjoy life more than men ofm*’ 
our clafs. We have money and power™’ 
we live on the fat of the land, and hava" 
as good a right to gentility as the beft.”§ zi 

“As to gentility, Mr. Bragwell,” re ta 
plied Worthy, “Iam not fure that thigg*” 
is among the wifeft of our pretenfions™’ | 
But I will fay that ours is a creditable andy’ 


refpectable bufinefs. In ancient times? | 
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arming was the employment of Princes 
nd Patriarchs; ‘and, now-a-days, an 
noneft, humane, fenfible, Englifh yeo- 

I will be bold to fay, is not only 
very ufeful but an honourable charaSter. 
But then he muft not merely think of en- 
oying life, as you call it, but he mutt 
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-dingghink of living up to the great ends for 
wamhich he was fent into the world. A 

Feat’ calthy Farmer not only has it in his 

n thpower to live well, but to do much good. 
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oye’ is not only the father of his own fa. pt 
tur@mily, but of his workmen, his dependents, FS 


nd the poor at large, efpecially in thefe 
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o fay ard times. He has it in his power to ‘t 
avingg?e into credit all the parifh offices which Lye 
irne@*ve- fallen into diirepute by getting in. ie 
lieve bad bands; and he cau convert, what hoe 
en oMeeve been talfely thought mean offices } ap! 
ywereto very important ones, by his juft and Re 
hava@oritian-like manner of filling them. 
off. fea upright Juryman, a confcientious 

oniiable, 2 humane Overfeer, an inde- 
» pmpendent Elector, an active Superinten- 
t thigpant of a W ork-houle, a juit Arbritrator 
fons Public difputes, a kind Counfellor in 
eande'ivate troubles, fuch a one, I fay, fills 
smesme? 2 itation in fociety no lefs neceilary, 


ig 


nd, as far as it reaches, fcarcely lefs im- 
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portant than that of a Magiktrate, a She 
riff of a County, or even a Member of 
Parliament. That can never be a flight 
or a degrading office, on which the hap. 
pinefs of a whole parifh may depend.” 


Bragwell, who thought the good fenk 
of his friend refle&ted credit on himfel 
encouraged Worthy to go on, but he di 
itin his ewn vain way. ‘“ Aye, ver 
true, Mr. Worthy,” faid he; * You ar 
right; a leading man in our clafs ough 


to be iooked up to as an example, as yom 
fay; in order to which, he thould dq 


things handfomely and liberally, and no 


grudge himfelf or his friends any thing, 


a) 


caiting an eye of complacency on the 


good dinner he had provided. “ True 
replied Mr. Worthy, “ he fhould be a 
example of fimplicity, fobriety and plain. 
nefs of manners. Buz he will do well 
added he, not to afle& a frothy gentility 
which will fit but clumfily upon him. I 
he has money let him fpend prudently, 
lay up moderately for his children, and 
give liberally to the poor. But let hin 
rather feek to dignify his own ftation by 
his virtues than to get above it by his v2 
nity. If he aéts thus, then, as long a 
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this country lafts, a Farmer of England 
will be looked upon as one of its moit va- 
luable members; nay more, by this con- 
duct he may contribute to make England 
laft the longer. ‘The riches of the Far- 
mer, corn and cattle, are the true riches 
of a nation; but let htm remember, that 
tho’ corn and cattle enrich a country, 
nothing but juitice and integrity can pre- 
serve it.”’ 


Young Willon, the worthy grazier, 
whom Mifs Bragwell had turned off be- 
caufe he did not underftand French dan- 
ces, thanked Mr. Worthy for what he 
had faid, and hoped he thould be the 
better for it as long ashe lived, and de- 
fired his leave to be better acquainted. 
Moit of the others declared they had ne- 
ver heard a finer fpeech, and then, as 
is ufual, proceeded to thew the good 
effe€t ithad on them by loofe converfati- 
on and hard drinking. 

Mr. Worthy was much concerned to 
hear Mr. Bragwell, after dinner, whif- 
per to the waiter, to put lefs and leis 
water into every frefh bowl] of punch. 
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fit was long, then the punch was to be 
weaker, as he faw no good in wafting 


money to make it ftronger than the time 
required. But if time pafled, then the 
{trength was to be increafed in due pro- 


portion, as a {mall quantity mult then) 


intoxicate them as muchina fhort time 
as would be required of a greater quan. 
tity had the time been longer. This was 
one of Mr. Bragwell’s nice calculations, 
and this was the fort of {kill on which he 
fo much valued himlelf, 

At length the guefts were properly 
primed for bufinels, juft in that conveni- 
ent ftage of intoxication which makes 
men warm and rath, yet fhort of abfo- 
lutedrunkennels. ‘The Auétioneer fet to 
work. All were bidders, and, if poflible, 
all would have been purchafers, fo hap- 
pily had the feaft and the punch operated. 
‘They bid on with a {till increafing fpirit, 
till they had got fo much above the value 
of the land, that Bragweil with a wink 
and awhifper faid, * Who would fell his 
land fafting ? Eh! Worthy?” At length 
the eftate was knocked dowa, ata price 
very far above its worth. 


To RE CONTINUED, 
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